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NOTES FROM THE DESK OF THE GOVERNOR

Greetings Fellow
Civitans

I hope you all are
looking forward to
spring, as I am.
This has been a
very intense couple
of months for busi-
ness and for Civi-

tan, as we move into the next round
of meetings beginning with the Dis-
trict meeting.  For the members that
were unable to attend the fall meet-
ing I hope you will be able to make
the trip to Boys and Girls Home on
April 7th.  Christy and I have made
a few changes to the format.  The
meeting will begin with registration
at 11:00AM.  The meal will be at
12:00 noon and the meeting will fol-
low at 1:00.  We will open the meet-
ing and after the introductions we
will break into two sessions.  Session
one will feature Donna Jackson the
International Liaison, who will tell
about her job duties.  The second ses-
sion, on the topic of Club fundrais-

ing, will be presented by Beth Mc-
Carthy. Beth is a professional fund
raiser and will give an insightful pro-
gram on helpful ideas to raise funds
for the charities.

The Directors will give a short re-
port about their areas. Meredith
Binkley from International will be
our featured speaker.

I would like for each of you to take
a little time to think about the cur-
rent condition of you club, area, and
District.  Also think about how we
are going to continue the projects
that the clubs are currently doing.
Who are we teaching to perform the
tasks to keep the club as a viable
part of the Area, District, and Inter-
national?  I have heard stories about
when a club folds how the commu-
nity is adversely affected.  Scholar-
ship programs just go away so the
community suffers.  The support of
schools, towns, and charities will suf-
fer.  In any successful business it is
essential that proper training and
development programs be in place.
Someone has to carry on in order for

Woody
Weddington

NCDW Governor

the business to continue for genera-
tions to come.  The same process is
essential for the survival of churches
and civic organizations.  Please iden-
tify the future leaders of our Clubs
and District.  All of the current lead-
ers in the Civitan Organization were
identified by someone and developed
to their fullest potential.  When I
look back at my first years in Civitan
several names of leaders come to
mind.  Dan Allen asked me to be-
come a Lieutenant Governor.
Through the training and develop-
ment of the team of Dan, Frank,
Paul and many others I became pre-
pared to assume the duties of Gover-
nor.  

Please, please share your knowl-
edge so this wonderful organization
can be passed on to future genera-
tions.  This is the way we can create
a legacy that will be carried on.  Our
charities will continue to reap the
benefits of this great Civitan Organi-
zation.

Woody Weddington, Governor NCDW

UPDATE FROM THE REGION III DIRECTOR
Hello Region 3 Civitans,
I can’t believe we are al-

most half way through this
Civitan year.  As most of
you are aware as an origi-
nation we are down in
membership. It is going to
take each one of us to cor-
rect this.  President Kendyl
has continued to encourage

us to continue to share the good news of
Civitan by Kindling our Fires.  I would like
to challenge each of you to an old but true
method, each one bring one.  Just think if
Region 3 would step up to the plate, we

could dramatically increase the work of Civ-
itan and the lives that we touch.  We live in
a time where “time” is not only a commodity
but a precious one.  Please think outside of
the box when trying to gain new members.
I was once asked why we consider ourselves
to be in a box to start with. That may be
how we have gotten where we are.  Please
know that EVP Scarlet Thompson and her
staff at world headquarters are working
very hard to make sure we have the tools
we need to succeed.  Scarlet has her team
fully in place now. New things are coming
from headquarters weekly, I am excited to
see the changes that have been taking

place. New folks equal new ideas.  Everyone
should be aware of a new campaign that has
been launched call “Servant’s Heart
Awards” you can find more information at:
http://civitan.org/servants-heart-award/ 

The international board of directors voted
at the last board meeting to bring a by-law
amendment to the delegation in Reno this
summer.  The board voted unanimously to
bring a change to the by-laws which would
allow each international director to serve a
three-year term instead of a two-year term.
This decision was not made lightly. We have

Tony
Workman
Region III
Director

Continued on page 22



COMMENTS FROM THE GOVERNOR ELECT 
As we begin to look

forward to the spring
season when every-
thing is renewing,
and the world is
bursting with life, it
is time that we re-
flect and focus on our
growth as a District.
Carol Burnet once

said, “Only I can change my life. No one
can do it for me”. This is also true of
our District, because we are the ones
who should be committed to helping it
evolve and continue its sustenance. 

Mike and I traveled to Birmingham
for the GE (Governor-Elect) Academy in
January. I had the pleasure of meeting
all of the team members at Civitan In-
ternational Headquarters. It was very
inspiring and refreshing to hear all of
the innovative ideas and see the energy
level this team brings to Civitan. It
brings me to the realization that these
folks are implementing a whole new
mindset which brings us to a new day
dawning in Civitan!

“Such as?” you inquire?  To be spe-
cific, you will soon begin seeing the ren-
ovation of the Civitan International
website, making it much more user
friendly.  Club Presidents will begin re-
ceiving information about new ideas,
goals and resources. I believe that you
are going to be pleasantly surprised.
This new energy level will certainly
help us all to continue to “Kindle Our
Fire for Civitan” and continue to “Re-
kindle in the Future.”

I do hope that at our Spring District
meeting and Spring Area meetings you
will take the time to speak with me and
share your ideas and thoughts concern-
ing our future—what you would like to
see at the District Convention and
going forth into 2019. We must begin
planning now for our next three to five
years. We must establish a strategic

plan that will set the foundation for fu-
ture success. These things can only be
achieved if we all are willing to work to-
gether as a team and this means all
NCDW Civitans! 

Each of you possess unique talents
which I hope you will contribute to our
beloved organization. I believe we all
must get back to the basics of sharing
and utilizing such talents and re-
sources. Civitan was founded on net-
working. The founding fathers saw the
benefit in connecting and building con-
tacts. We need to tap into all of our
strengths. I believe that if we do this
and reconnect with the beginning
“Why” of joining Civitan that our Dis-
trict will flourish because we will talk,
walk, embrace, and share Civitan
within the confines of our own club
members as well as to those in our com-
munities.  It will begin with the spark
in you and then grow to the flame that
will inspire others to want what you
have. 

Civitan helps grow community lead-
ers. Our future depends on innovative
thinkers that are not afraid to try new
things.  “Optimism is the faith that
leads to achievement. Nothing can be
done without hope and confidence” ---
Helen Keller. We have a “Hope for a
better world through Civitan,” and I
am confident that together nothing is
impossible for our great district. “In
order to succeed, we must first believe
that we can” --- Nikos Kazantzakis. As
a district, we can do this! There are 365
days in a year, 24 hours in a day, 60
minutes in an hour and 60 seconds in a
minute. This is only a blink in time.
However you choose to break this
down, there are lots of opportunities to
get the work accomplished and to make
this world a better place for all of us. 

How do we begin? We first embrace
the idea that we are all in this together;
no one club, no one person and not the

board or cabinet can do this alone. We
have to, also, understand that any fail-
ure is just a way to learn how it doesn’t
work and that we need to try some-
thing new. We cannot be afraid to try.
We cannot be afraid of the ‘new’. Our
goal or vision is simple—to survive we
need to grow and become sustainable.
If each of us thinks back to “why” we
joined Civitan, most will agree it was a
connection and/or the yearning to help
others or to make a difference in our
communities.

I asked this question to the Sales and
Marketing team at our last meeting, “If
you could have one person in your com-
munity join your Civitan club right
now, who would that person be?" I then
asked them to think about what would
prevent this person from joining and
were there things that the club could
change or tweak to entice this person to
not only join the club, but to bring oth-
ers to the table, as well.  This opened
up a rich dialogue and a lot of reflec-
tion. Wayne Mullis once told me that all
you have to do is ask. Is there a reason
why you do not ask others to join your
club? If the answer is no, then are all
club members inviting potential mem-
bers to your club? If not, why? These
are conversations that you can have
with your club. If you want younger
members, think about what you have to
offer them and what your club can do to
become more appealing to them…
Again, it is going to take every one of us
to honestly connect back to why we are
passionate about Civitan and its mean-
ing. We have to trust each other and
openly communicate. We have to be
willing to mentor new members, new
club officers, new district officers and
share our expertise. I am proud to be a
part of this District and look forward to
our future together. I am committed to
help you, our District and Civitan as a
whole. 

Governor Elect Christy Hopkins

Christy Hopkins
Governor Elect
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Editor’s note:
Occasionally an
individual comes
along who excels
in everything he
attempts. As you
view the accom-
plishments and
honors received
by Francis, you
will know that he
is one of those
men. He suc-

ceeded in sports, business, commu-
nity and Civitan.
He was also one of the N.C. Gover-

nors who served before the split of
the state into East and West. During
his tenture, he traveled over 50,000
miles in his year as Governor.
He was named NCDW Civitan of

the Decade and, after you read
about his accomplishments, he may
qualify for the Century.

John Francis Essic was born to
John Frank Essic and Mary Mc-
Math Essic in Davie County on May
29, 1925 and had two siblings,
James E. Essic (Deceased) of
Mocksville, NC and Sister, Wilma
Wittman (Deceased) of Orange, Cal-
ifornia

He graduated from Farmington
High School May 1942 and at-
tended Appalachian State Teachers
College on a Basketball & Baseball
Scholarship from1942-1943.

He entered the U. S. Air Force in
1943 and served until 1945.

He returned to Appalachian State
Teachers College in the Spring of
1945 and graduated November
1948 with a BS in Physical Educa-
tion and Social Studies. He then
graduated from Appalachian State

Teachers College in 1950 with an
MA in School Administration and
History

He continued further studies at
Appalachian State Teachers College
and the University of North Car-
olina, Greensboro

He served in World War II as a
Staff Sgt. in the Army Air Force
from October 1943 until December
1945. He served in the European
Theatre  from April 1944 until De-
cember 1945 and received the good
conduct medal, 5 Battle Stars, Spe-
cial Award from the French Govern-
ment and a Presidential Citation.

Francis played professional base-
ball in 1947, 1948, 1949, and 1950.
In 1949 he was the youngest man-
ager in professional baseball at
Mount Airy.

In 1948-49 he was the Basketball
Coach at East Bend High School. In
1950-52  he was Basketball Coach
at Welcome High School and won
the NC 1A State Basketball
Championship in 1952.

1952-57 found him as Basketball
Coach of North Davidson High
School and finished 3rd in State 2A
in 1955.

In 1957-60 he moved to college
basketball and coached Wingate
Junior College and was Dean of
Men. Wingate won 2 conference
basketball championships in 1959
and 1960

In 1960-69 he served as Basket-
ball Coach for Pfeiffer College

1967-69 saw him assume the role
of Director of Alumni Affairs and
Director of Placement as well as
coaching

He went pro in 1969-71 as Char-
lotte Business Manager for the ABA
Carolina Cougars.

His entrepreneurial spirit drove
him in 1971-2000 to become owner
and operator of Essic Sport Shop.

His tremendous drive to succeed
did not stop when he joined the
Welcome Civitans in 1954. He be-
came the President in 1954-55,  Lt.
Governor in 1958-59,  NC District
Civitan International Governor-
Elect in 1959-60, NC District Civi-
tan International Governor NC
District Civitan International in
1960-61.

His rapid rise in the organization
continued in 1961-62 as he became
International Sgt. At Arms, Civitan
International.

1964-66 found him as Vice Presi-
dent of Civitan International and in
1966-67 he became President-elect
of Civitan International

He reached the pinnacle of

 Civitan in 1967-68 as he became
the President of Civitan Interna-
tional only 13 years after joining
the organization.

Other notable accomplishments
in Civitan were:
• 1991-92  President Gastonia

 Civitan Club
• Served three (3) terms as Chair-

SPOTLIGHT ON FRANCIS ESSIC - CIVITAN OF THE DECADE

Continued on page 5

A “young” Francis.

John Francis
Essic, Civitan of
the Decade.
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FRANCIS ESSIC SPOTLIGHT (CONTINUED)

man of the International Foun-
dation

• Served two (2) terms as Chair-
man of the Creed Study Commit-
tee

• Second term resulting in Creed
Revision

• Chairman of the Past Interna-
tional Presidents

• Installation of Officers for fifteen
(15) International Presidents and
their Boards

• Keynote speaker at eight (8)
Governor-Elect Training Acade-
mies

• Charter Night Speaker multiple
times

• Three (3) District Directory Dedi-
cations

• Civitan of the Year   Four (4)
times

• Outstanding Civitan North Car-
olina District West

• International Research Center
Fellow

• Club Honor Key for the Richfield
and Gastonia Clubs

• NC District Honor Key
• International Honor Key
• 2012  Spirit of Civitan Award,

Gastonia Civitan Club
• Attended 45 International

 Conventions
On top of his many Civitan

 honors, he was honored many
times by the community and by
his associates including:

• 1947-48  Who's Who Among Stu-
dents in American Colleges and
Universities

• 1950-57  North Carolina
Coaches Association

• 1960-69  National Association of
Intercollegiate Basketball
Coaches

• 1960-69  American Association
of University Professors

• 1964-68  Who's Who in the
South And Southwest

• 1967  Outstanding Young Men
in America

• 1967 NC Tar Heel of the Week,
Raleigh News and Observer

• 1968-70  Who's Who in the
South and Southwest

• 1968  Who's Who in America
• 1967  Pfeiffer College Hall of

Fame
• Honorary Alumnus Pfeiffer Col-

lege
• Board of Directors – Gaston

County Chamber of Commerce
• Board of Directors – Gaston

Country Club
• 1988-89  President of Gaston

Country Club
• 2004  Davidson County Hall of

Fame
• 2005  Mount Airy Hall of Fame
• 2007  Surry County Hall of

Fame
• 2013  Gaston County Sports

Hall of Fame
• Assisted in organization of Gas-

tonia Sportsman's Club
• President of Gastonia Sports-

man's Club
• 2008  Legends Lobby, Wingate

University
• 2013  Paul Harris Fellow Award

by Gastonia Rotary Club
On top of his many community

and Civitan awards and offices
held, he is very active in First Bap-
tist Church, Gastonia, NC where
he has held most of the leadership
roles and served on most of the
committees in his church.

He has been blessed with an
amazing wife: Mary Lou Freeman
Essic, who he married on July 4,
1947 at home plate in Mount Airy,
NC where he was playing profes-
sional baseball at the time.

His daughter, Martha Essic
Williard, is in Mortgage Banking
and continues the tradition of Civi-
tan by being an active member of
the Gastonia Civitan Club.

His Son-in-Law:  David Williard,
has continued the business started
by Francis as President of Essic
Sport Shop

Francis has one grandchild and
two great-grand children

Francis surrendering to the
editor’s camera!

Celebrating Civitan of the
Decade with

his great-grandchildren.
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WELCOME
The Welcome Civitan Club has

sponsored a new Junior Civitan
Club in northern Davidson County
at the Oak Grove High School,
which just opened in August. Char-
ter Night was held on November 15,
with 45 students being installed.
The faculty advisor is Shannon
Templeton, who formerly helped out
with the Jr. club at North Davidson.

Students have already sponsored
a food drive, cleanup of the school
grounds, and visited with residents
at a local nursing home.  Ray and
Jane Baity, of the Welcome club,
were the club builders, with much
advice from Lena Reinsvold, chair-
men of Junior clubs in
NC District West.  We
are excited about this
new club, and look for-
ward to more news from
them. 

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Ray & Jane Baity, club builders, with Advisor
Shannon Templeton & volunteer

Kimberlee Templeton

Gracie, Oak Grove
 president,  receiving the
charter from Governor

Woody Weddington

Oak Grove High School Junior Civitan Charter Members

What I try to tell young people is
that if you come together with a

mission, and its grounded with love
and a sense of community, you can

make the impossible possible.
John Lewis
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RHODODENDRON
Rhododendron sponsored the Jun-

ior Civitan construction of 200 Vet-
erans' Day cards.  The  The
Rhododendron Civitan Club fin-
ished its 2017 year working with its
Juniors.  We completed two proj-
ects.  The Juniors made 100 cards
for  their annual Christmas Carol-
ing trip to the local Veterans' Ad-
ministration hospital.
Rhododendron provided the materi-
als and supervised the effort.  As no
Rhododendron member is also a
choir member, no one accompanied
the Juniors on their trip.

Secondly, the Juniors packed 39
Samaritan's Purse boxes.  The Jun-
iors  provided all the filler items.
Rhododendron provided the boxes,
transportation to the delivery site,
and any transportation costs in-
volved.

Yes, Rhododendron held its an-
nual family Christmas social.  The
problem is we spent so much time
gleefully socializing that no one re-
membered to take pictures of the
event.  You will just have to take
our word for it.

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Above: Junior   Civitans
constructed 100
 Christmas Cards.

Right: Juniors
 preparing cards.

Below left: Packing
Boxes for  Samaritan’s 
Purse

Below center: There is a
wise guy, er, man in
every club

Below right: The gift
boxes ready to ship.

Continued on page 8

Better to remain
silent and be

thought a fool then
to speak and

 remove all doubt.
Unknown



8 THE TARHEEL

The Asheville Civitan Club, Inc.
was founded on March 23, 1921
making it the oldest club in either
of the NC Districts. In fact, they are
only four years younger than Civi-
tan International, Inc which cele-
brated its 100th anniversary last
year.

The twenty-one member club re-
mains very active in the Asheville
area and participates in several
major projects.

They have awarded scholarships

since 1923 and currently are pro-
viding $3,000 scholarships to each
of the seven high schools in Bun-
combe County each year thru the
Asheville Civitan Foundation Schol-
arship Fund.The fund has a current
value of more than $250,000
 dollars. 

Each year a recipient from each of
the high schools in Buncombe
County is honored as Good Citizens
for their service to their community.

The Club members maintain a

complete route for MEALS ON
WHEELS of Asheville and Bun-
combe County. They deliver hot
lunches to senior adults five days
per week.

Asheville is an outstanding and
dedicated Club of Civitans and will
welcome you to their meetings any
time. They meet the first and third
Thursday of each week at 12:00
noon at Trinity Episcopal Church.

FARMER

Santa Came to Breakfast

“You better not pout; you’d better
not cry,” ‘cause word on the street
was Santa Claus was coming to
town.

The excitement at Farmer Civitan
house was definitely highly intense,
one might say, as twenty some com-
munity children, (ages from a few
months to about nine years), par-

ents, grandparents, and caregivers
gathered at the Farmer Civitan
house December 16, 2017. RSVP
letters said Santa would stop here
for breakfast…...could he, would
he???

Santa’s elves had recreated a win-
ter wonderland with decorations
that one would only dream about.
The club house was totally trans-
formed by these elves. The Christ-
mas tree, craft table, breakfast
buffet table, beautifully wrapped

gifts, and a thronelike seat near the
tree added to the anticipation. As
the children began to come into the
Civitan house, elves busied them-
selves helping the children fill their
plates with breakfast. Later each
child was escorted to the craft table
to decorate a picture frame with col-
ors, paint, and winter designs ga-
lore. The breakfast table was
spread with food that even

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Recipients of the Asheville Civitan Club
 Scholarship program.

Recipients of the Asheville Club’s
Good Citizen awards

ASHVILLE - THE OLDEST CLUB IN BOTH CAROLINA DISTRICTS!

Continued on page 9
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Santa himself would indulge in.
Out on the glassed in porch a gift

table was also set up for the grown
up folks. They could select items of
interest and load up big red Santa
stockings with goodies galore.

Around twelve o’clock what to our
wondering eyes did appear? But
Santa himself and elves with sprite
like energy and HO HO HO filling
the air. He did come! They shouted
with rowdy ambitions.

One by one the children sat on
Santa’s knee and whispered their
wants and pledged how very good
they were being. Santa’s elves made
a picture and gave it to the parents
to fill the newly painted picture
frames the children had just com-
pleted. HO HO HO and Merry
Christmas to all and to all a good-
night!

All this was made possible by the

creativity of Felicia Welch, Farmer
Civitan member. We are so proud of
her interest in helping the commu-
nity children share food, gifts,
crafts, fellowship, Santa, and pride
in activities and the creation of
memories for a lifetime.

On the following Monday night
(December 18), the members at
Farmer Civitan Club prepared
what we refer to as Senior Bags. We
fill large brown grocery bags with
all kinds of goodies for our senior
citizens to share in celebration of
Christmas. Many of our seniors are
homebound and have few opportu-
nities to fellowship with or attend
our meetings. By these tokens we
remember our dear seniors and vis-
itations are welcomed in each
household. Our club has been
blessed in being able to create Sen-
ior Bags for several years now. And
we look forward to wishing our sen-
iors Merry Christmas in the years
to come.

HENDERSONVILLE
HENDERSONVILLE CIVITANS
RAISE MONEY FOR VICTORY
JUNCTION WITH A SUPER
BOWL PARTY

The Hendersonville Civitan Club
put on a Super Bowl party that
raised over $700 for Victory Junc-
tion. They had over $1500 in do-
nated raffle prizes and also held a
50/50. Over 70 guests participated
in a very successful fund raiser.
This is the second year they have
held the event.  They hope to make

next years
event even
more success-
ful.  Thanks
to all the
local 
 businesses
that donated
prizes to be
raffled.  As
special
thanks goes
to the Flat
Rock Cinema
for donating
the use of
their fine fa-
cility for the
event.

One of the
prize baskets
that included

$500 worth of prizes including a
new golf pitching wedge and 4
rounds of golf at our local country
club plus many other items.

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES
Continued from page 8

FARMER

One of the prize
baskets that in-

cluded $500 worth
of prizes including
a new golf pitching

wedge and 4
rounds of golf at
our local country
club plus many
other items. 

Santa Came to Breakfast

Victory Junction
Golf Tournament

Join fellow Civitans at The
Club at Irish Creek in Kannapo-
lis on Monday, May 21st for a
round of golf to benefit Victory
Junction.  Players and sponsors
are needed to make this event a
success.  Lunch and a beautiful
golf shirt are included in your
registration fee. Lunch begins at
11:00 am, with a Shotgun Start
at 12:00 noon.  You can register
online at nccivitangolf.org, or
contact Mark Curran at (803)
413-6764 for more information.
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On January 11,
2018 the
Statesville Civi-
tan Club held a
70th Anniversary
event at St John’s
Lutheran with

current Club Presi-
dent John Karriker
as the Master of
Ceremonies.  The
event was attended
by Past Interna-
tional President,
Duane Capps, Inter-
national President
Elect, Bob Jones,
NCDW Governor
Woody Weddington, Governor Elect
Christy Hopkins plus many others.

It was interesting learning how

many of the Area II Clubs roots go
back to Statesville.  They have an
unbelievable past with several past
Governors and the impact they
have had on Civitan, both Interna-
tional and in North Carolina.

They played an important role in
having ladies join and
take leadership roles in
Civitan.  John also
demonstrated the
changes over the
years by reading the
Creed of Civitan from
1947 and compared it
to today’s version.
Wow, have we come a
long ways.

The evening ended
with an outstanding entertain-
ment performance by Ulysses
Long, a finalist in “America’s Got

Talent”.  He had everyone standing,
singing and even some dancing.  

A Great evening by a Great Club!
Statesville Civitan Club cele-

brated Teachers Appreciation.
Pictured below are Middle & Senior
High School Teachers.  Entertain-
ment was provided by Wesley Me-
morial United Methodist Church
Clown Ministry. 

The Mooresville Civitan Club an-
nounced they will host the 2nd An-
nual Charity Twi-Light Golf
Tournament on Friday April 20th.
It will be a Captain’s Choice, shot-
gun tee off at 5pm on
Friday April 20th.

Last year’s unique
tournament was a total
sell out as few golfers
have had the opportu-
nity to play golf in the
dark.  It was a total
blast!  The Golfer’s
start off playing 9
holes in the daylight
and then come in for a

great dinner.  As soon as it is totally
dark, they are sent out to play nine
more holes using special “Glow
Balls”.  What makes this tourna-
ment even greater is that several

local non-profit organizations such
as Victory Junction and the Special
Olympics receive the proceeds.

Registration for golfers has
started and should fill up quickly.

The golfer fee is $100
per player.  To register,
go to  www.mooresville-
civitanclub.org/golfer-
registration.   And to
those of you who would
like to promote your
company, there are
sponsorships still avail-
able by calling Leo Gor-
don at 704.402.7568

STATESVILLE CIVITAN CLUB CELEBRATES 70 YEARS

MOORESVILLE PLANS TWI-LIGHT CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

TWI-Light Golf

Int. President-Elect, Bob
Jones and Past Int, Presi-

dent Duane Capp

Continued on page 11
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Jennings Nelson Recognized
Past Governor Dr. Mark Beymer visited a recent

Mooresville Civitan Club meeting to make a special
presentation to Jennings Nelson for his service as
President of the Salisbury Civitan Club 2012-2013.
Not sure why Jennings was so surprised since he is
the person who came up with the idea of recogniz-
ing past presidents.  According to Mark, Jennings
was instrumental in building the membership dur-
ing his tenure as President

Today, Jennings is sharing his talents with the
Mooresville Club where he is the President-Elect of
the Club and making a major impact!

Continued on page 12

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES
Continued from page 10

Past Governor Mark Beymer presents Jennings Nelson
President’s Award

‘Freezin’ for a Reason’ Polar Plunge at Lake Norman Yacht Club.

On Saturday, February 3 the
Mooresville Civitan Club held it’s
annual Freezin for a Reason Polar
Plunge at Lake Norman Yacht
Club.  All proceeds from this event
go to Special Olympics Lake Nor-
man.  A large crowd of supporters
was on hand to see a hearty few run
into the chilly waters of Lake Nor-
man.  Even colder was the air tem-
perature when they came out,
somewhere between 18 and 21 de-
grees.  All contributions are not in
but it appears that the event will
raise about $2,500 for SOLN.  Even
though the event has already taken
place, the Mooresville Club will not
turn down any support for the
 Special Olympics program.  Please
send checks to P. O. Box 1224,
Mooresville.

MOORESVILLE’S ‘FREEZIN’ FOR A REASON ANNUAL PLUNGE

MOORESVILLE
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SALISBURY
On February 10th Club Presi-

dent Mark Curran, supported
by a cast of Salisbury Civitan
volunteers,
participated
in the an-
nual “Polar
Plunge”.
Dressed in
authentic
swimming
apparel from
the early
1900’s, Mark
and about 30
other brave
people of all
ages, jumped into the cold wa-
ters of High Rock Lake to help
raise money for Special
Olympics.  Mark was the latest
in a long line of Club Presi-
dents who have ably repre-
sented our club at the event, an
annual “dare” for each incom-
ing president.  This year the
area was shrouded in dense fog,
and the water was recorded to
be only 46 degrees, but our ef-
forts paid off; Mark and our
club members were able to

raise $1,100 for the event.
Civitan club members met on

another recent Tuesday morn-
ing to assist Isenberg Elemen-

tary 5th
Grade
teacher Mr.
Anthony
Johnson
with the
“T.I.E.S.”
program at
his school.
One of the
ways that
the “Teach-
ing, Inter-
acting and

Encouraging Students” pro-
gram creates
bonds among the
male students at
the school is by
dressing them in
ties each Tues-
day, and our club
members were
there at 7:30am
that morning to
help.  “It was a
pleasure to see
the kids, who

were
really
positive about par-
ticipating in the
program,” said club
president Mark
Curran, one of
about five members
who participated
that morning.  We

hope to continue participating
at least once each month.

Another interesting local proj-
ect we have recently taken on
is a partnership with the City
of Salisbury to maintain the
cleanliness of local city bus stop
shelters.  A group of about
twelve club members have each
signed up to make at least one
visit to a selected bus shelter
during an assigned month to
clean up and report any main-
tenance needs to the City.  In
return the club will be given
advertising space on the shelter
itself.

The Salisbury Club held our
annual Scholarship Thursday

on March 1st with the award-
ing of a total of $13,500 in
scholarships to nine local high
school and college students.
Scholarships Committee Chair
Marny Hendrick introduced the
winners and their guests, and
each was invited to the front to

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

The Club raised over $1,100 to sponsor
Club President Mark Curran in the Plunge.

L. to R. Scholarship Recipients, Stacey Ketchie,
Anna Patel, Julia Honeycutt, Dean Gilmore,
Justin Richey, Tonya Thorpe , Mandy Dalton,
Hannah Addair, Stacey Wagoner. $13,500 given.

Continued on page 13

The Club was honored to have 9 clergy plus our
resident minister at Clergy Appreciation Day
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 receive their $1,500 scholarship
from a Civitan presenter.

Our club also is continuing to
experiment with ways to meet
new members and bring them
into the club.  On February
15th we had a second evening
social event at Morgan Ridge
Railwalk Brewery and Eatery. 

Avid history buff and long-
time Civitan member Dr. Nor-
man Sloop was featured in a
fascinating story in the Salis-
bury Post with his collection of

memo-
rabilia
related
to his
uncle,
World
War I
vet-
eran
Carl
Brad-
shaw,
who

died in 1918 in France and is
buried here in Salisbury. 

WELCOME (late breaking news)

The Welcome Civitan Club
has been a supporter of The
Workshop of Davidson, almost
since its inception in 1964.
Whether it’s through holding
events and dances for the
clients the Workshop serves
(adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities), in-

kind gifts or financial contribu-
tions, it seems as though the
Welcome Civitan Club has al-
ways been there.  

This past week, the club an-
swered the call again, in a big
way, making a $5,000 donation
to the Workshop to help them
through a difficult time. “The
Welcome Civitan Club was
there when the Workshop of
Davidson began 54 years ago”,
said club repre-
sentative Doug
Meredith.
Meredith added,
“We have long
supported their
mission to assist
our county’s in-
tellectually and
developmentally
disabled popula-
tion in what is a
safe, enjoyable
work environ-
ment. They cur-
rently serve 80 individuals in
their day programs. According
to Mike Foster (Workshop Ex-
ecutive Director), due to poli-
cies and funding issues with
Cardinal Innovations Health-
care, the group that supports
the Workshop with state dol-
lars, they are facing extreme
and dangerous financial con-
straints. Our Club wanted to
make this investment and to
educate others on the impor-
tance of seeing that this pro-
gram continues to operate. We
challenge other businesses,

civic clubs and individuals to
learn more about the Workshop
and how they can ensure this
organization continues to be
able to serve these wonderful
people for years to come. Our
Civitan Club always appreci-
ates the local community’s con-
tinued support of our Civitan
projects that enables us to help
some of our most needy, like
those served by the Workshop.”

“The work done
by Civitan clubs is
a good example of
what is right in this
world”, said Work-
shop Executive Di-
rector, Mike Foster.
Foster stated, “Due
to funding issues,
the Workshop has
had to reach out
and find alterna-
tive sources for op-
erating revenue
like never before”.

The Workshop of Davidson has
provided services for one of the
most overlooked and under-
served populations for decades,
and without sufficient operat-
ing revenue, could be forced to
make substantial changes to
their programs. Workshop lead-
ership is hopeful others will fol-
low the lead of organizations
like the Welcome Civitan Club
and choose to support their
mission.

SALISBURY
Continued from page 12

Dr. Norman Sloop, one of
the Club’s oldest 

 members and an avid
 historian.

President of Welcome,
Kenyon Rush is shown

 presenting a $5,000 check to
Mike Foster of The

 Workshop of  Davidson

Continued on page 14
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ROCKWELL 

December—International
President-Elect Bob Jones con-
ducted the induction ceremony

for two new members into
Rockwell Civitan during the
December meeting.  Those
members were Steve Jones and
Fernando Portillo, Jr.  Also,
during the gathering, President
Greg Pine presented Fernando
with a plaque for his hard work
and dedication for allowing the
Rockwell Civitans to hold their
first Annual Breakfast with
Santa at his Romano’s Italian
Cuisine located in Rockwell.
Fernando came to the “rescue”
of the club by donating the use
of his eating establishment
after the Civitans were told
that the town of Rockwell
charged $250 plus a $100 secu-

rity deposit for the use of
the town Legion Building!
The Breakfast for Santa
netted over $600 for the
Rockwell Civitan Project

Fund. Fernando en-
joyed the event so
much that he decided
to become a Civitan!

January—There’s
always plenty of
dancing, whether it be
slow, fast or just a good ol’
“chicken dance” when the
Rockwell Civitans host the
Annual Winter Wonder-
land Ball for the residents
at the Meadows of Rock-
well.  Weeks prior to the
event, Governor Woody
Wed-
ding-
ton

dons his
tuxedo and
delivers
specially
made invi-
tations, by
Rockwell
Civitans,
to the resi-
dents.
The weeks
following
Rockwell
Civitans
are busy
securing
formal
wear, food, a DJ, firefighters
and Junior Civitans as volun-

teers for the evening.  Rockwell
Rural Firefighter Jason Hord
served as DJ for the evening
and Dominos, Food Lion and
Rockwell Civitans provided
plenty of refreshments for the
party goers.  This year’s event
was dedicated in memorial trib-
ute to Becky Edison who initi-
ated the idea for the first

Winter Wonder-
land Ball which
was held Janu-
ary 18, 2011.  At
the time, Becky
was the Activi-
ties Director for
the facility, and
she became a
member of Civi-
tan as long as
her health per-
mitted.  Last
year, she was ac-
tually a resident
at the Meadows
where she was
receiving rehab
after a fall and

some surgery.  Becky passed

Beth Shipton dances with resident
Wayne Smith at the Annual Winter
Wonderland Ball.  Wayne has been a
resident at the Meadows since it

opened. 

International President Elect Bob Jones
pins his brother, Steve, as one of the newest

Rockwell Civitan members.
In the background, President Greg Pine is
handing new member Fernando Portillo,

his certificate folder.

Rockwell Civitan Bruce Shipton dances
with resident Betty Huffman.

Continued on page 15
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away on June 6, 2017, and the
Rockwell Civitans are grateful
for her inspiration in her vision
of a service project that contin-
ues to bring joy and laughter to
the lives of others!

February—There are over
twenty-four individual congre-
gational churches within Rock-
well, North Carolina, and the
Rockwell Civitans have found it
difficult to reach every minister
with a one-time event such as a

clergy appreciation dinner.  So
this  year, as a tribute to the

area clergy, Rockwell Civitans
made baskets filled with a
framed copy of the picture and
story of the Four Chaplains,
candy, snack foods, notepads,
pens, highlighters and a Ro-
mano’s gift card.  The Civitans
personally distributed the bas-
kets to the pastors, and the
clergy  have returned accolades
of thanks for their thoughtful-
ness!!! The project has also
served as a great method to
merchandise Civitan to the
 community.

FAITH

Faith Civitan had its annual
Christmas party for Faith
Youth Initiative and helped
with the Bostain Heights Fire
Department Christmas party in
December.  We held our club
Christmas family social at
China Grove Restaurant in
January.  A couple of our
speakers/programs included:
Frank Merril "Sons of the Revo-

lution", and Clergy Apprecia-
tion Night program led by Tim
Williams.  

We are beginning a
fundraiser for college scholar-
ships.  We will be selling Out-
back pick up meals during the
month of March that can be re-
deemed during the month of
April.   

The Outback Takeaway tick-
ets are $15 each and include 

your choice of a 6 oz Sirloin or

Wood Fired Grilled Chicken
Breast and 

2 side  items: Baked or Sweet
Potato, French Fries, Steamed
Vegetables or Mashed Potatoes,
and  a choice of dessert - Oreo
Chocolate Parfait or   Short-
cake Parfait.  

You may buy tickets from any
Faith Civitan member or con-
tacting Ann Howell at   704-856-
8908.  

Rockwell Civtitans made Clergy
 Appreciation baskets for local clergy

in the Rockwell area.

ROCKWELL (CONTINUED)

This past fall the Mt. Gilead Civitan
Club noticed that the police department
did not have an American flag in front of
the police department.  Bud Young, a mem-
ber of the club, spearheaded the project
raising money for  the project. Members of
the club worked making the site ready and
installed the 25 foot commercial flag pole
assembly.   Pictured above are Mt. Gilead
Mayor Chip Miller, Mt. Gilead Police Chief
Pat Preslar, and Mt. Gilead Civitan
 President Bob Deen.

MT. GILEAD

Mt. Gilead Civitan Club gives back to the community. 
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As a Civitan from NC District
West, you are no doubt aware
of our commitment to Victory
Junction.  We’ve been support-
ing this amazing organization
from the very beginning – from
funding one of the 16 camper
cabins, to providing needed
equipment and supplies to the
campers every year.  NCDW
Civitans have been very gener-

ous with their financial support
over these last 15 years.

What you may not know, is
that Victory Junction has a

need almost as great
as our financial com-
mitment.  Volunteers
are the lifeblood of
the camp experi-
ence.  Each
week during the
summer, they
rely on between
50 to 60 volun-
teers to supple-
ment their
full-time sum-
mer staff.  Vol-
unteers are

needed to support the
campers throughout their
stay at camp, as well as to help
with program areas or to assist
the dining hall staff with setup
and cleanup for every meal.
You don’t need any special
skills to be a volunteer.  You’ll
be provided with all of the ori-
entation and
training you

need be-
fore the
campers
arrive.

Each
week, vol-
unteers
arrive on
Saturday
morning and stay at camp
until after the campers
leave on Thursday after-

noon.  This summer, why not
dedicate a week of your vaca-
tion to making a difference in
the lives of some amazing chil-

dren?  You won’t regret it and it
may just change your life.

Volunteers are carefully
screened to ensure the safety of

everyone involved, so there is
an application process to com-
plete.  Additionally, every vol-
unteer needs to be up-to-date
on their immunizations.  They
will also need a physical exami-
nation from their doctor, to en-

sure that
they are
prepared
for the ad-
venture
ahead.  To
begin your
adven-
ture, visit
www.vic-
toryjunc-

tion.org/volunteer.  For more
information, contact Volunteer
Director Claire Rutan at (336)
495-2016, or by e-mail to cru-
tan@victoryjunction.org. 

VICTORY JUNCTION CAMP UPDATE
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The Civitan International
 Research Center (CIRC) is an inter-
disciplinary center focusing on the
development of the mind-brain
through our unique mission of
 service, education and research.
The CIRC was established in 1989
on the campus of the University of
Alabama at Birmingham with the
SUPPORT of Civitan International
- a volunteer service organization.
The mission of the Civitan
 International Research Center is to
improve the well-being and the
quality of life of individuals and

families  affected by intellectual and
developmental disabilities. We seek
to: 
• Expand our knowledge about

human development and develop-
mental disabilities through basic
and applied research;

• Provide interdisciplinary
 CLINICAL and research training
in developmental disabilities;

• Use this knowledge to develop
and provide high quality,
 exemplary services and programs

• Exchange information in a timely
way with consumers, practition-

ers, scientists, and society
The Civitan Center's activities are

guided by a strong commitment to
values that recognize all people first
as individuals. Through partner-
ships with consumers, profession-
als, organizations, and agencies, the
Civitan Center seeks to shape pol-
icy decisions related to research and
to increase the opportunities for in-
clusion, independence, productivity,
and personal life satisfaction for
 individuals with developmental
 disabilities.

WELCOME TO THE CIRC - CENTER OF MIRACLES!

Jeremy Day (center) and undergraduate students Guan-En Graham (left) and Jasmin Revanna
(right) use CRISPR technology to illuminate the power and reach of epigenetic modifications in
brain diseases. Brilliant young scientist like these spend their lives working for the prevention and
cure of  developmental disabilities. Donations by your clubs make it happen.

Article and photo courtesy of CIRC.

Innovative Research with a  Vision for the Future
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CLERGY APPRECIATION - THE FOUR CHAPLAINS
Clergy Appreciation

Week is a significant event
throughout North America.
Held each year on the week
of February 3, this event
shows appreciation to the
clergy of all faiths. Clergy
Appreciation Week aims to
promote world brotherhood
and religious understanding
among all people, regardless
of religious persuasion. It is
a time to reflect on our indi-
vidual religious beliefs and to
 promote an understanding and 
 acceptance of the rights of others to
participate in a religion different
from our own. Clergy Appreciation
Week was inspired by an event
which occurred during World  War II.

THE STORY!

On February 3, 1943, the USS
Dorchester was pushing through
the treacherous waters of the North
Atlantic. With 905 American ser-
vicemen aboard, the Dorchester left
its convoy a few hours short of its
destination. A German submarine,
stalking the ship undetected, took
this opportunity to fire a torpedo
straight toward the ship’s stern.
The torpedo struck amidships and
exploded in the boiler room. Many
on board died instantly, and some
were trapped below deck. Others,
jolted from their bunks half asleep,
clambered to reach the decks of the
stricken vessel. Taking on water

rapidly, the ship began listing to
starboard. Because security reasons
prevented use of distress flares, es-
cort vessels, still close enough to as-
sist, pushed on into the darkness,
unaware that the Dorchester was
sinking. Overcrowded lifeboats cap-
sized; rafts drifted away before any-
one could reach them.

On deck, amid confusion and
terror, Army chaplains George L.
Fox, Alexander D. Goode, Clark V.
Poling and John P. Washington
moved about calming frightened
men, directing bewildered soldiers
to lifeboats, and distributing life
jackets with calm precision. Soon,
the supply of jackets was ex-
hausted, yet four young soldiers,
afraid and without life vests, stood
waiting. Quickly the chaplains
stripped off their own and forced
them upon the young soldiers.

The four men of God (one
Catholic, one Jewish and two
Protestant) had given away their

only means of saving them-
selves in order to save oth-
ers. Men rowing away from
the sinking ship in lifeboats
saw the chaplains clinging to
each other on the slanting
deck, arms linked together
and heads bowed as they
prayed to the one God whom
each of them loved and
served. The Dorchester sank
beneath the icy waters of the
North Atlantic, pulling with
it the four chaplains and 675

servicemen.
It is this moment which Civitans

annually pause to remember, and in
so doing, pause to say thank you to
the clergy of their communities.

NC District West
continues to compile an
Honor Key Recipients’
Directory.  We are ask-
ing all recipients to
send in their own infor-
mation.

Please send in your
name, club, spouse’s name, address,
phone numbers (home and cell),
email address, birthday (Month and
Date) and Anniversary.

Send information to:  Ed Cozart,
P O Box 995, Rockingham, NC
28380.

Email: ecozart@carolina.rr.com

HONOR KEY
DIRECTORY
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Here’s a few helpful suggestions
to those of you who supply the arti-
cles and photographs for your club:
1.   All articles should be typed in 
     Word in digital paragraph form. 
2.   Please make sure that all  
     punctuation  and spellings are  
     correct. Please run spell check 
     before sending.
4.   Make sure that the syntax is 
     clear.
5.   The photos must be digitized in 
     JPEG, TIFF, EPS or PNG  
     format and at a high  
     resolution. (300 dpi preferred.)
6.   Please send all material
      (articles & photos) at the SAME
     TIME.
7.   The editor reserves the right to 
     edit and correct all articles and 
     to shorten the copy if necessary.

tory Junction Camp. Proceeds go to

support  Victory Junction Camp.

N.C. DISTRICT
WEST FELLOW

A $350.00 donation entitles

 honoree to receive a plaque with the

proceeds going to support the Foun-

dation For the Carolinas to aid in

Youth scholarship grants.

If you would like more informa-

tion on these Fellows or would like

to purchase one or more for some-

one, please contact Ed Cozart,

NCDW Treasurer at

ecozart@carolina.rr.com

North Carolina District West has
several opportunities available for
gifts of Fellows. They can be given
by individuals or Clubs and can be
made in honor or memory of some-
one. 

VICTORY JUNCTION
CAMP FELLOW

For a donation
of $500.00, the
recipient re-
ceives a beautiful
plaque and their
name plate goes
on a permanent
display in the
Kansas Cabin
(Civitan) at Vic-

NEWSLETTER
PROTOCOL

Fellow Plaque
given for a $500.00
gift to VJC. 

N.C DISTRICT WEST FELLOWS

I hope your clubs are thinking
about who will be receiving a Major
Award at our District Convention
August 17 & 18 in Hickory. Area
Distinguished Civitan of the Year is
to be post marked by May 1, 2018
and goes to your District Area Di-
rector.  Please try to get these to
your District Area Director before
May 1, 2018 because Area Meetings
will begin in May.  Your Director
needs time to get the Recipient cho-
sen and get the Award purchased.
From what I am hearing Directors
are asking to get to them by April 1
or before.  This is very important
that this get done. Distinguished
Citizenship Award, District Honor

Keys, Distinguished Civitan Award,
District Humanitarian Award, Out-
standing Club President, Outstand-
ing Club Secretary, Perfect
Attendance Award, Civitan Family
of the Year Award, Most Outstand-
ing Service Project, Best Service
Project to the Developmental Dis-
abled must be postmarked by July
1, 2018 and sent to me. Francis
 Essic Civitan of the Decade must be
postmarked by May 1, 2018 and
sent to me.  If anything is post-
marked after these dates they will
not be accepted.  My contact info is:
Donna Jackson, 2625 Banner
Whitehead Rd., Sophia, NC  27350.
Email -

 the4jacksons@northstate.net.
Major Awards packets were

given out at the District Meeting,
November 18, 2017.  If your club
did not get one, the packet was
given to your District Area Director
and is available on the District
website-www.ncwestcivitan.org.

If you think you may have this
done by our District Meeting, April
7 at the Boys and Girls Home you
may bring them to me then.

Thank you all for doing this.  I
look forward to receiving these
nominations. 

Donna Jackson, Chairperson
NCDW Major Awards 

MAJOR AWARDS
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SHROPSHIRE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

As part of Civitan’s charitable
mission, Shropshire Scholarships
are awarded each year to Civitans,
Junior Civitans, and Campus Civi-
tans. Are you eligible or know of a
Civitan who might be? Download
the 2017-2018 application to learn
more and get started!

Applications must be received
in the Civitan International office
(via email or USPS) no later than
January 31st of each year to be
considered.

For more information on the
Shropshire Scholarship program,
contact Emily Kicker, Membership
Specialist, at 1-800-CIVITAN, ex-
tension 131, or via email at
emily@civitan.org.

In addition to the International Shropshire Scholarship, many of the
NCDW District Clubs have their own scholarship programs. Be sure to ask
your Club  Secretary or Treasurer what options are available in your club
and in the District.

FOUR AVAILABLE INTERNATIONAL FELLOWS
There are four Fellows available

through Civitan International.
These can be given in honor or
  memory of an individual by a Club,
group or spouse. Please consider
giving your tax-deductible contribu-
tion today.

FOUNDATION FELLOW
For a donation of $1,200.00 you

will receive a plaque (shown to the
right) your name listed on the wall
in the International headquarters
and recognition at the International
Convention. The money goes for the
Schropshire Scholarship Program.

CIVITAN
 INTERNATIONAL

RESEARCH
A $1,200 donation will also get

you a beautiful plaque, your name
on the wall at International and
recognition at the International
Convention. This money goes  
 directly to the CIRC.

JUNIOR CIVITAN
FELLOW

This Fellow cost $300 and gets a
plaque. It includes a plaque and
your name on the wall at head-
quarters. The funds go to the
Shropshire Scholarships.

JUNIOR CIVITAN
RESEARCH FELLOW

The cost of this Fellow is $600
and goes to the International
 Research Center. You will also
 receive a plaque and be listed on
the Int. Headquarters wall.

Plaque
given for a
$1,200
Foundation
Fellow.
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Aaron Kendall, NC West JC Gov.

Hi North Carolina District West
Civitans. This is your Junior Gover-
nor Aaron Kendall; I am elated to
share with you
some highlights
from my 43rd
Sno-Do Week-
end, in Barrie
Ontario. The
board and all the
governors gath-
ered at the Sleep
Inn and Suites
in Buffalo on the
26th and we
never slowed down. We embarked
on our bus ride to Barrie, where we
had our opening dinner and met our
host families for the week. 

On the following day we had our
Governors updated meeting at the
Innisbrook Golf course. I had a blast
with that event and brought home a

lot of good ideas for the district
going forward. After the meeting we
got the opportunity to go out on a
frozen lake. I literally
stood on a frozen lake
and did not drown!
Coolest experience
ever, a 10/10 you guys
have to try. We had our
banquet and I repre-
sented District West
with pride. Later that
night, I tore up the
dance floor. 

The next day we got
the opportunity to
snow tube all morning,
and have the best
Canadian bacon lunch.

Trust me,
it’s nothing
like ham.
We also
played 5 pin
bowling,
which is
nothing like
10 pin. I’m
going to be
honest, I
didn’t win

that much. That night we had a
huge potluck with everybody on the
street.   I even took all the gover-
nor’s cell phones that were there so
we could bond.   

Finally, on our last day in
Canada, we got the opportunity to
go to Toronto and had a blast. I

shopped, explored the city,
and even got to rap one of
my favorite rappers Drake,
who’s from Toronto, new
song. 

Lastly, we went back to
Barrie and we had one last
big party all together.
“Silly Awards” were given
out and I won the biggest
butterfly, because appar-

ently I’m a social butterfly. Who
could’ve ever known? 

Now that
I’ve walked
you through
my trip to
Canada, I can
still say this
summary
doesn’t do it
justice. Going
to Canada
and repre-
senting this
great district
was one of the
best opportu-
nities I could

ever receive. I’m grateful to every-
one who helped get me there. The
donations, encouraging words, and
invitations to speak are all key rea-
sons I was able to raise $4,031 set-
ting a new record for the district. I
want to thank everyone again, but I
do ask just because I’ve gone on my
trip that you guys don’t stop giving.
$4,031 is only the record for a short
amount of time, help me keep going
and shoot for the stars. 

Thank you so much everyone! 

Lena Reinsvold 
NCDW Junior Civitan Chair

NC West District Junior Civitan
board and members have been busy,
busy.  We chartered our seventh
club of the year, Corriher Lipe Mid-
dle School, on December 18. The
club sponsors are Mooresville Civi-
tan and Rowan Early College Jun-
ior Civitan. Club builders are Josh
Kegeris and Bob Jones. Congratula-
tions!

Our Junior Governor, Aaron
Kendall, attended Sno Do and had

NCDW JUNIOR CIVITANS IN ACTION

Sno Do Aaron and Kendyl. 

Sno Do.  Standing on a frozen lake! Continued on page 22

Sno Do. Aaron is ready to roll!
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an exciting time. Thanks so much
for all donations for him. We are so
excited to learn
that NC West
District Junior
Civitan is now
the largest Dis-
trict in the
World!  We need
to keep that mo-
mentum going.
Please let us
know if you or
your club is in-
terested in
sponsoring a new club!

We are all excited to see Union
Academy Junior Civitan and Dis-
trict Board member, Ashlin Austin
featured on WSOC Family Focus for
her community service with Hospice
knitting hats for patients and giving
them comfort. She also created hats
to be sold at the Southern Christ-
mas show to benefit Hospice raising
$1000.00. Way to Go Ashlin!

We are preparing for Interna-
tional Dance a Thon in Myrtle
Beach. Thanks so much to Bob
Jones for the donation of the condo
for us to use. 

New Board member application,
awards nomination forms and schol-

arship applications have been sent
out to all Junior clubs. Please en-

courage your Jun-
ior clubs to
submit these. 

Our JC Con-
vention project
this year is a col-
lection for Union
County Commu-
nity Shelter’s
“Home Again
Project”. We will
be collecting sev-
eral items for

homeless
families who
will be going
to their own
home. We
feel it is a
great proj-
ect. Each
board mem-
ber is in
charge of col-
lecting an
item from their area clubs. We
would also like help from the Senior
Civitans. At the District meeting on
April 7, at Boys and Girls Home, we
are asking for help with:  paper tow-

NCDW JUNIOR CIVITANS IN ACTION
els, toilet paper, AA and AAA batter-
ies. We would greatly appreciate
your club’s help. 

The Junior District Convention
will be April 14 at Union Academy
Charter School in Monroe. Registra-
tion begins at 9:30 am. The new
board will be elected and awards
will be handed out. Lunch will be
provided. All Senior Civitan mem-
bers are invited. Please RSVP with
Lena Reinsvold if you plan to at-
tend. 

The board members are working
hard on International awards along

with the JC
Interna-
tional Con-
vention. 

We ap-
preciate
everything
that the
Senior
clubs do for

us!  All the
Junior Clubs

and Members are doing a great job
in their clubs. A special thank you to
all the JC District board members
for all their hard work!  Please let
me know if you need anything!

Shelby High Charter Celebration -
Officers pictured

Charter Members - Corriher Lipe Mid-
dle Junior Civitan Club

that only 1/3 of the board change each year,
thus creating more continuity and a
stronger leadership team.  We as a board
feel that this would be one the best ways we
can help to continue to make sure that Civi-
tan will be around for another 100 years.   

I look forward to seeing you at your
spring meetings at Boys and Girls Home
and also in Reno in July.

International Director
Tony Workman

looked at the past, where we are currently
and where we would like Civitan to go. In
doing so we feel that it is vitally important
that more of the board stay together longer.
As it stands currently 2/3 of the board is
new each year. The 3-year term would allow

REGION III DIRECTOR UPDATE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

THE “WISDOM” OF GEORGE BURNS

• There's an old saying, 'Life begins at forty.' That's silly. Life begins every morning you wake up.
• I honestly think it is better to be a failure at something you love than to be a success at something you hate.
• Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit  family in another city.
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bassadors for the three-county
area.  I cannot wait to see how
these new council members do in
the upcoming projects for Special 

Olympics N.C.
This article about the Special

Olympics North Council Athletic
Council Governors Training held
January 25-28, 2018  was written
by Brian Goins, Sec. of Special
Olympics NC Athletic Council. 

ATHLETIC COUNCIL MEETING!

The first Ath-
letic Council
meeting was
held in High
Point for the
new Special
Olympics N.C.
Athletic Coun-
cil members.
The governors
trainers and
the other ath-

lete council members showed up
for the group meeting and we
showed them how to have fun at a
meeting and how to just have fun
outside the meetings. New  Ath-
lete Council members are:
Stephanie Wilkerson, Dan Kinert,
Rachael Teeples and Katie Carter.
We discussed the upcoming meet-
ings and fundraisers.  It looks like
these new council members are
going to do a good job of being am-

Brian Goins, Sec-
retary of Special
Olympics NC

Athletic Council

NCDW HISTORICAL BOOK & PIN FOR SALE!

While supplies last, North
 Carolina District West is offering a
very special deal on the 50th
 Anniversary Commemorative  Book,
packed with 50 years of NCDW
 history, and the 50th Anniversary
District Pin. The booklet is
 professionally produced and has a
beautiful gold stamped cover  These
items are being offered together for
a low price of $10.00. (Book alone
was $15.00)

Norman Wilson and Dave
York will be attending both
the District meeting and the
Convention and will have the
set available. Please make
checks payable to N.C  District
West Civitan.

Every club should have 2 or
3 copies for their members to share

and learn the history of this great
District.

If you have  questions,
call Dave York at
336.339.6531 or email
him at
york6810@gmail.com

50TH ANNIVERSARY BOOKLETS AND COMMEMORATIVE PINS DISCOUNTED!

District History and Pin for sale at
discounted price.
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Project:  The Junior Civitan are

collecting items for the Home

Again Shelter.  The items are

needed as families move into their

new home.  Items are:  AA & AAA

Batteries, Toilet Paper, and Paper

Towels.  

Any items your club can donate

are appreciated and can be

brought to the April District Meet-

ing at Boys and Girls Home, or

please contact Lena Reinsvold,

District Chair, or any District Jun-

ior Civitan Board Member.

SPRING DISTRICT MEETING - APRIL 7, 2018

SEE REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 25

SOME OBVIOUS FACTS OF LIFE!

Registration begins at 11 am
Meal begins at noon
Meeting begins at 1 pm

Two breakout sessions:

SESSION ONE
Donna Jackson will be conduct-

ing a session as the International
Liaison 
speaking on the charitable parts of
the International Organization.

SESSION TWO
Beth McCarthy will be present-

ing a session on Fund Raising
 Opportunities for our clubs.  Beth
is a  professional in the field of

fund raising.
Keynote Speaker will be Mered-

ith Binkley from Civitan Interna-
tional.  She is the Membership
Specialist for our region.  

District Service Project:
With the spring season right
around the corner, it is that time
of the year that many folks do
“Spring Cleaning”.  Please con-
sider saving your items and bring-
ing them to the Boys and Girls
Home for the  District Spring meet-
ing to be  donated to the Country
Store to benefit the Boys and Girls
Home.

NC District West Junior Civitan

I got called ‘pretty’ today! Well
 actually, the full statement was
‘you’re pretty annoying’ but I only
focus on the positive things.

Beauty comes in all shapes and
sizes. Small, Large, Circle, square,
thin crust, thick crust, stuffed
crust, extra toppings.

A couple who had been married for
75 years decided to renew their
vows in church. As they were
standing before the Minister, he
says, “And now, if you would like
to repeat your vows, The groom
said, “A ... E...I...O...U?”

I’m in therapy to learn how to deal
with people who should be in
THERAPY.

When you are dead, you don’t know
that you are dead. It is difficult
only for the others. It is the same
when you are stupid.

I can’t believe how old people my
age are.

If you weigh 200 pounds on Earth,
you’ll be only 76 pounds on Mars.
I’m not overweight, just not on the
right planet.

My super power is holding onto
junk for years and throwing it
away a week before I need it.

I think senility is going to be a
fairly smooth transition for me.

I wonder if clouds ever look down
on us and say, “Hey look . . . that
one is shaped like an idiot.”

I am starting to think that I will
never be old enough to know better.

I may look like I’m having deep
thoughts but 99% of the time I’m
thinking about what I’m going to
eat later.
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NCDW DISTRICT MEETING REGISTRATION - APRIL 7, 2018

Detach here and mail to address below or reply via email.
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION - 2018
Reno, Nevada

JULY 22 - JULY 25, 2018
Grand Sierra Resort

The Biggest Little City in the
World isn’t little any more. Reno is
the regional capital of an enor-
mous area of western Nevada and
the eastern Sierra near the Cali-
fornia border. The city boasts first-
rate hotels, golf courses,
attractions and casinos. The
changing face of Reno-Tahoe is on
display as the area has become a
popular destination for families.

Reno is a vibrant, progres-
sive community, the region’s
center for culture, with some-
thing for everyone: 24-hour
fun, top name entertainment,
elaborate shows, museums,
performing arts, beautiful
parks, shopping, the Truckee
River in
the heart

of the city, in-
comparable
beauty of the
surrounding
high desert,
and the
grandeur of the
nearby Sierra
Nevada moun-
tains. And with

an average of 300 days of sunshine
per year, the weather may be
warm but without humidity.

For questions or assistance re-
garding the upcoming interna-
tional convention, contact Mary M.
Luck, Director of Meetings and
Awards, Marylou@civitan.org or
800.CIVITAN extension 121.

This happening 4-star resort sits
two miles from Reno-Tahoe Inter-
national Airport, approximately 3
miles from downtown and 5.2
miles from Tahoe National Forest.
Colorful rooms with contemporary
Ducor come with flat-screen Tse.
Upscale suites add separate living

rooms; some even feature wet bars
and marble bathrooms.

Civitans will enjoy the variety of
dining options with 11 unique
restaurants ranging from a steak-
house to an all-day diner and to-go
options. There are 7 bars, a night-
club and a live entertainment
venue. Other amenities include a
pool with cabanas, a bowling alley,
movie theater, a spa and a driving
range. A theme park offers go-
karst racing and simulated sky-
diving.

Civitan’s contracted guest room
rates are:

• GRUS Rooms – $109.00 plus

taxes and fees per night
 (includes resort fee)

• Summit Rooms – $129.00
plus taxes and fees per night
(includes resort fee)

Make your guest room reserva-
tions for the 2018 Civitan Interna-
tional Convention by calling
800.648.5080. Be sure to mention
the Civitan International Conven-
tion.

For questions or inquiries,
please contact Mary M. Luck, Di-
rector of Meetings and Awards,
Marylou@civitan.org or 800.CIVI-
TAN extension 121.

GRAND SIERRA RESORT CONVENTION SITE
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UPDATE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL PRES. ELECT

BOYS AND GIRLS HOME - VALENTINES FOR THE GIRLS

Hello Fellow Civitans,

It is an honor
and privilege to
be serving as
your Civitan In-
ternational
President Elect.
I have had the
opportunity to
meet so many
amazing people
during my jour-

ney and look forward to meeting
many more.

This is an exciting time to be a
Civitan. We are moving into our
second century of service to our

communities, state, and the world.
We have so many opportunities to
reach out our hand in service,
there are so many needs that we
can help. We have new leadership
leading our organization. I would
encourage you to reach out to the
staff at Civitan International
Headquarters. They are there to
help you.

It is hard to believe we are al-
most half way through the Civitan
year. If you have not sponsored a
new member now is the time to
look for that person who you feel
would be an asset to your club and
our organization. Have you shared

your “WHY” with that person?
Everyone has a why they joined
Civitan and there are those that
are searching to give back to their
community. If your club has not
held a recruitment meeting I
would encourage you to consider
doing so. A great way to get people
involved is to invite them to a
service project that your club is
doing. People like to get involved.  

I hope you are making plans to
attend our International Conven-
tion July 22-25 in Reno. It will be
an exciting time for everyone. I
look forward to meeting many of
you there.

February, 2014 Area 5 East
started doing Valentines for the
Girls in the Civitan Cottage.
Some of the clubs participated by
choosing one girl and provided
Valentine goodies for her.  The
Saturday after Valentine’s the
group traveled to the home to de-
liver the items.  We met the girls
in the cottage, spent time with
them, gave them their gifts and
had lunch with them.  February
2017 we decided to take the girls
and house parents out to lunch.
The club that sponsored a girl pro-
vided them lunch at Dale’s
Seafood.  Dale’s is located by the
lake across from the Civitan Cot-
tage.
This year 2018 we had more girls

and included the house parents on
the gift giving.  We reached out to

other clubs to help in this year’s
project.  There were 8 girls and 4
house parents to provide for.  I
want to thank the following clubs
and individuals that helped:
Ramseur, Zooland, Ashe-
boro, New Market, Level
Cross, Thomasville,
Rockwell, Hillsville,
Farmer, Christy and
Mike Hopkins, Tony and
Amber Workman and Delores
Ashby.  After spending time
with the girls we took them to
lunch at San Jose Mexican
Restaurant in Whiteville.  The
girls and house parents really en-
joyed going out to lunch.  We had
approximately 40 people helping
out this year.  This is our 5th year
in doing this and it gets better
every year!  Gary Faircloth, CEO

of the home was with us while we
were there.
I want to say a SPECIAL

THANK YOU to Helen Wedding-
ton!  Helen makes jewelry and she

made each resident
and house parent a
necklace and ear-
rings.  They all were

appreciative of the
jewelry and the other

gifts they received.  We are
already looking forward to

2019.
Things are going well at the

Boys and Girls Home.  They are
looking forward to our visit April
7.  The girls in the Civitan Cottage
will be joining us.

Terry Jackson, Chairperson
Boys and Girls Home

Bob Jones,
International
President Elect
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NCDW FACES! HOW MANY DO YOU KNOW?
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

HAPPENINGS IN 2017-2018

EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS
WILL ROGERS REDUX!
• The taxpayers are sending

 congressmen and women on
 expensive trips abroad. It would be
worth it except they keep coming
back!

• There are men running for govern-
ments who shouldn’t be allowed to
play with matches.

• I can remember way back when a
liberal was generous with his own
money.

• Good judgement comes from
 experience and a lot of that comes
from bad judgement.

• Never miss a good chance to shut
up.

• The only difference between death
and taxes is that death doesn’t get
worse every time Congress meets.

Thanks!
I want to thank each of you who

took the time to let me know you

liked the newsletter. I also truly

appreciate the suggestions for

 additional features and articles. It

tells me two things: 1. A lot of peo-

ple read the last issue and 2. you

were interested enough to supply

helpful and creative ideas. We will

be incorporating these concepts

throughout the year so keep

 letting me hear from you

 Remember the next deadline is
6/11/18. (Earlier would be nice.)

Frank Goodnight, Editor 

THE WESTERN
TARHEEL CIVITAN

Published at least
quarterly by the
NCDW Civitan

Charitable Foundation

Editor
Frank W. Goodnight

700C North Long Street
Salisbury, NC 28144-4434

(B) 704.636.3113
(C) 704.639.2630
(H) 704.213.0695

Distributed by
Diversified Graphics, Inc.

www.dgiprint.net
Salisbury, NC

APRIL - 2018
1 Civitan Awareness Month

7 Spring Executive Meeting - Boys and 

Girls Home

8 Spring District Meeting
Boys and Girls Home

14 Junior Civitan District Convention
Union Academy HS, Monroe, NC

MAY - 2018
1 AREA IV East/West meeting (Tues.)

3 AREA I meeting (Thur.)

8 AREA II meeting (Tues.)

14 AREA V Central meeting (Mon.)

15 AREA V East meeting (Tues.)

17 AREA VI meeting (Thur.)

21 VJC Golf Tournament (Mon.)

28 AREA V West meeting (Mon.)

AREA II meeting (TBA)

JUNE - 2018
1-3 SONC Summer Games - Raleigh

? Summer Executive Board Meeting

11 Deadline for articles & photos to 
Western Tarheel

21-23 Jr. Civitan Int’l Conv. Tupelo, 

Mississippi

JULY - 2018
22-25 International Convention,

Reno, Nevada

REGISTER NOW!
INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION
RENO, NEVADA - JULY 22-25, 2018

REGISTER AT civitan.org
See page 19 People who enjoy meetings should not be in charge of anything!

Thomas Sowell
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WESTERN
TARHEEL
CIVITAN
NCDW Civitan
Foundation
P. O. Box 995
Rockingham
NC 28380-0995

Executive Board
Governor Woody Weddington

Immediate Past Governor &
Major Awards Donna Jackson

Governor Elect Christy Hopkins

Secretary Ann Howell

Treasurer Ed Cozart

Past Governor Director Steve Hayes

Judge Advocate Mark Curran

Junior Civitan Governor Aaron Kendall

District Area Directors

Area I David Setzer
Asheville, Hayesville, Hendersonville,

 Rhododendron, Transylvania

Area II Leo Gordon
Boone, Catawba County, Iredell County,
Lake Norman, Mooresville, Statesville,

Wilkes,  Yadkin

Area III Pat Laney
Charlotte, Gastonia, Monroe, Shelby,

Uptown  Young Professionals

Area IV East William “Bill” Howell
Faith, Granite Quarry, Joy, Richfield, Rockwell

Area IV  West Linda Jones
China Grove, Cooleemee, Salisbury, 

Summit, Woodleaf

Area V East Forrest Harrell
Asheboro, Farmer, Hillsville, New Market,

Ramseur Area, Red Cross, Zooland

Area V Central Joyce Hughes
Davidson County, Denton

Ladies, Lexington, Silver Valley,
Thomasville, Welcome

Area V West Brad Lackey
Challenger, Davie, Forsyth, Kernersville,

Mocksville, Piedmont, Triad Ladies

Area VI Inell Allen
Mt. Gilead, Oakboro, Rockingham,

Rolling Sandhills, Wadesboro

Cabinet & Committee Chairs
Boys and Girls Home Terry Jackson
Civitan International

Foundation Liaison Donna Jackson
Special Olympics Jim Bullard
Club Recognition Program Richard Gizinski
Meetings and Convention

Coordinator Lynda J. Whitener
District Chaplain Bruce Sheeks
District Editor and

Public Relations Frank Goodnight 
Drug Awareness Chair Stan Senft
Fund Raising Chair Christy Hopkins
Junior Civitan District

Chair Lena Reinsvold
Eastern Coordinator                            Paige Smart
Western Coordinator                          Josh Spaugh

Victory Junction Camp Mark Curran

Leadership Coordinator Norman Wilson

Sales and Marketing Wayne Mullis
Team Leader

Sales and Marketing Team John Sofley
David Sullivan
Beth McCarthy

Kim Sheeks
Denise Daugherty

Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Whitener

Region III International Dir. Tony Workman


